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Introduction 
As the newest member of the United Nations, Timor-Leste intends to subscribe to the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs), which resulted from the Millennium Assembly in New York, September 2000. As a first step towards this commitment, the Government of Timor-Leste (GoTL) and the United Nations held a MDG Conference at Hotel Timor in Dili during 26-27 March 2003. 

The objectives of the conference were to raise awareness and increase understanding of the MDGs, take stock of the present status of development indicators in Timor-Leste and explore relationships between MDGs and already established National Development Goals (NDGs) of Timor-Leste.

The conference was attended by approximately 200 participants and was opened by H.E.  Dr. Mari Alkatiri, Prime Minister, and H.E. Mr. Karmalesh Sharma, Special Representative of the Secretary General (SRSG) in Timor-Leste. Participants included almost all GoTL Ministers; senior and middle level Government officials  and representatives of a wide range of  development partners, civil society organizations, media and UN Agencies, Programmes and Funds.

Respective Ministers and senior experts made presentations on each of the MDG themes.  Question and answer sessions followed. A transcript of discussions, which followed each presentation, is attached in annex 7.  
A popular version of the Poverty Assessment entitled  “Timor-Leste: The Way We Are Now,”  was launched by Prime Minister Alkatiri, and handed to representatives of those development partners that supported the exercise.
As a follow up to the conference, the MDG Committee, comprised of GoTL and UN representatives, regularly meets to ensure that follow up MDG activities are well coordinated. The first MDG Report (MDGR) for Timor-Leste is currently under production and expected to be completed before the end of May. 

Proceedings of the Conference
All presentations are included in the annexes 3 to 7 of this report. A transcript of Q&A sessions is included in annex 8 to the report. The Conference Agenda is presented below:
Day One


Opening speech H.E. Dr. Mari Alkatiri, Prime Minister
Opening statement by Mr. Kamalesh Sharma, SRSG

Opening speech by Mr. Sukehero Hasegawa, DSRSG / UNRC

Launch of ‘Timor-Leste: The Way We are Now’

Presentations followed by Q&A sessions on:

MDGs in the Global Context and Experiences in the Region 

Peoples Priorities, NDP and MDGs

Internalizing MDGs in Timor-Leste – Poverty and Hunger
Internalizing MDGs in Timor-Leste – Education

Internalizing MDGs in Timor-Leste – Health

Internalizing MDGs in Timor-Leste – Water and Sanitation and Environment

Day Two

Presentations followed by Q&A sessions on:

Issues and Challenges in achieving MDGs




Next Steps
     Closing Remarks by Dr. Mari Alkatiri, Prime Minister
H.E. Dr. Mari Alkatiri, Prime Minister, opened the conference, and emphasized his commitment to achieving the MDGs by the year 2015, as part of the National Development Plan (NDP). The eight immediate priorities which were carefully chosen by the GoTL to respond to the urgent development needs of the people of Timor-Leste are: 
(i) strengthening the respective institutions of the State and legitimizing the local authorities at the suco level first; 
(ii) strengthening the administrative capacities of the justice system including both customary and formal systems; 
(iii) strengthening the capacities of the institutions responsible for internal and external security (including appropriate equipment for communication and transport for Police) and Defense; 
In Stability area: 
(iv) job creation, which will be part of all programs from every sector, with particular emphasis on youth and ex-combatants; 
and in the Poverty Reduction area: 
(v) supporting the development of the agriculture sector to ensure food security and enhanced access to markets & distribution in the family (farming) sector, cooperative sector, private sector and private sector with the State’s participation (joint ventures); 
(vi) developing trade through cooperatives including domestic trade, import of basic products and export of local products such as cumin and copra; 
(vii) improving primary and secondary education and vocational training; and 
(viii) promoting health including extension of access to basic health services through increasing the number of mobile clinics and / or health posts in inaccessible areas. 
They have some overlap with the eight MDGs: eradication of extreme poverty and hunger, achievement of universal primary education, promotion of gender equality and empowerment of women, reduction in child mortality, improvement in maternal health, combating of HIV/AIDS, malaria and other diseases, environmental sustainability, and the development of a global partnership for development.  
The Prime Minister emphasized that the National Development Plan of Timor-Leste covers virtually all aspects of the Millennium Development Goals. He indicated that it would be advantageous for the Timor-Leste to adapt the Millennium Development Goals to fit the country’s specific situation, formulate appropriate targets and focus on indicators that help gauge progress. He felt that taking stock of where Timor-Leste is now on many of the Millennium Development Goals is a good way to begin in this direction. In this spirit, he launched the popular publication on “Timor-Leste: The Way We are Now,” which provides a brief summary of the socio-economic situation prevailing in the communities, in simple words in Portuguese, Tetun and English. 
It was stressed that the Government will consider means to help communities monitoring the progress made on the indicators.

The opening speech by H.E. Mr. Karmalesh Sharma, SRSG, focused on the importance of self-reliance and longer-term sustainable development as UNMISET scales down its presence, and emphasized that this will be the key to the realization of the objectives Timor-Leste has set for itself through its NDP. Mr. Sharma said that Timor-Leste’s pledge to join the MDG campaign was a serious commitment and would need to be monitored closely until 2015.

The UN Resident Coordinator, Mr. Sukehiro Hasegawa,  elaborated on the significance of MDGs as an indicator of success in providing the basic needs of disadvantaged and marginalized people and as a substantial framework for the UN agencies and development partners to monitor development outcomes in Timor-Leste. He expressed a deep concern about the enormous disparity that exists between rural and urban areas and between the sexes, and urged the need for directing more resources to rural districts. Whilst recognizing the necessity of strengthening the police force for providing security and stability, he requested Government’s efforts to increase simultaneously the security and stability of rural areas through enhanced dialogue with its citizens and improved delivery of its public services to meet such basic needs as water, health, and education.

A series of sessions began with  a presentation on the MDGs in the Global Context and Experiences in the East Asia-pacific Region  by Dr. Musunuru S. Rao, Senior Adviser, Ministry of Planning and Finance. He touched upon the origin of the international development goals and targets from the UN Conferences organized during the 1990s. In particular, the goals and targets adopted in the Program of Action of the World Summit for Social Development (WSSD) formed an important basis for the MDGs. The countries in the Asia-Pacific region were instrumental in evolving the goals and targets in their regional preparations for WSSD. In turn, these goals and targets were adopted at the Summit. Dr. Rao also discussed the progress made by countries in the East Asia and Pacific region in achieving the MDG targets.

This was followed by a presentation by the Senior Minister for the Presidency of the Council of the Ministers, Ms. Ana Pessoa, demonstrating the people’s vision for 2020 and  their top three priorities : education, health and agriculture. It was emphasized that the MDGs were an integral part of the development road map of Timor-Leste and an important subset of the NDP objectives and indicators.

The internalization of the MDGs was generally discussed throughout the workshop. The Minister for Planning and Finance, Ms. Maria Boavida, stressed that the following areas should be reinforced as part of the poverty reduction strategy: creating jobs and livelihoods; increasing access to education, health and other basic services; improving security; and empowering the people. Coordinating with priorities of the NDP was the key to success in achieving the MDGs.

Having recognized the correlation between education and poverty, Minister of Education, Culture, Youth and Sport, Mr. Armindo Maia, committed to working towards achieving the two MDG goals on education: (1) to ensure that, by 2015, all of Timor-Leste’s children will be able to complete a full course of primary education; and (2) to eliminate gender disparity in primary and secondary education by 2005, and  in all levels of education by 2015. To be effective in achieving these goals, emphasis was given to both expansion of access to and improvement in quality of education. The key partners and actors in achieving these  MDGs  were identified to include: PTAs, religious groups, NGOs, media, business and other civil society groups, other Ministries. And bilateral and multilateral donors. 
In  his presentation,  the Minister of Health, Dr. Rui Araujo, focused on national health services introduced to address the three  MDG targets; reducing child mortality, improving maternal health and combating HIV/AIDS, malaria and other diseases.

He pointed out the role of the health sector in achieving the eradication of extreme poverty and hunger since ill health is both a cause and consequence of poverty. He stressed that the promotion of gender equality and the empowerment of women in all areas was the key to achieve these goals.

The Minister of Transportation, Communications and Public Works, Mr. Ovidio Amaral, committed himself to  addressing the MDG goal on ensuring environmental sustainability, which covered the targets of integration of the principles of sustainable development into the country’s policies and programmes and reversing the loss of environmental resources, reducing the proportion of people without sustainable access to safe drinking water,  and  improving significantly the lives of  slum dwellers. The keys factors for achieving these targets were identified as availability of human and financial resources, community awareness and participation, and cost sharing and recovery.

The first session on the next day began with a presentation by Prof. Antonio Serra on the challenges facing Timor-Leste in internalizing and achieving the MDGs. He compared the current situation of Timor-Leste on the MDG indicators and the distance to the global targets with the progress made by other countries in the East Asia and Pacific region. He alluded to the fact that the Millennium Declaration does not rank the MDGs by priority. It does not provide estimates of the cost of reaching the Goals. Also, some of the quantitative targets and indicators need to be augmented with qualitative dimensions. 
This was followed by a presentation by Ms. Aicha Basserewan, Vice Minister of Planning and Finance, on the Next Steps. The latter included (i) adapting the MDGs to Timor-Leste’s situation, improving the database and filling information gaps, (iii) dissemination of the results of the Poverty Assessment and on MDGs, and (iv) formal subscription to the MDGs and preparing a National MDG Report. 

The discussions following each of the presentations were lively with wide participation by Timorese from the civil society including the media, District Administrators and other Government officials. Ministers were also enthused to ask some penetrating questions.
Follow up and next steps

MDG Report preparation

As a follow up to the conference, the joint UN-GoTL MDG Committee has met and agreed on modalities for development of Timor-Leste’s first MDG Report. Production of the report will be a joint effort by UN and the Government.  A draft outline  of the report is currently being prepared  and will be shared with the Council of Ministers before the end of April 2003. 

The report is expected to be completed  and is expected to be ready for launch on the Independence Day of Timor-Leste  on 20 May 2003.
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Partnership with UN Agencies in achieving the MDGs in the
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Mr. Sukehiro Hasegawa, UN Resident Coordinator

9:35AM

Report Launching 

“The Way We Are Now” Poverty Assessment Composite Report



H.E. Mr. Mari Bim Amude Alkatiri, Prime Minister, RDTL
9:45 AM



Break – Media Exit
10:00 AM

Session on the Context of MDGs
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Dra. Ana Pessoa, Senior Minister

Ministry for State Administration

 

MDGs in the Global context and Experiences in the Region 



Dr. Musunuru S. Rao, Senior Adviser
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11:00 AM
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People’s Priorities, NDP and MDGs



Dr. Ana Pessoa, Senior Minister



Ministry for State Administration
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Discussion
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Thursday, 27 March 2003
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Session on Achieving MDGs





Session Chairperson

Dr. Arsenio Bano

Secretary of State for Labour and Solidarity



Issues and Challenges 


Prof. Antonio Serra, Senior Adviser
9:45 AM

Discussion
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Coffee Break
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Next Steps 
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iii. Speech by Prime Minister

SRSG, Mr. Sharma,

Deputy SRSG and UN Resident Coordinator, Mr. Hasegawa, 

Excellencies (Ambassadors)

Members of the Council of Ministers

Representatives of Other UN Agencies and Development Partners
Ladies and Gentlemen

It is my pleasure to invite you and open this Workshop on Millennium Development Goals organized jointly by the United Nations and the Government of Timor-Leste.

As you know, we have formulated our first five-year National Development Plan incorporating the vision, goals and aspirations of our people. It was prepared through a highly participatory process involving both ordinary citizens and domestic and international stakeholder representatives. Implementation of the Plan during the first year was carried out through the formulation of Annual Action Plans by the Line Ministries and Agencies. This process helped us identify some gaps in the Plan. 

In January this year, we launched the process of prioritization and sequencing of the activities in the National Development Plan over the remaining four-year Plan period and filling the gaps. Simultaneously, we have identified eight immediate priorities that respond to the urgent needs of our people. These are:
In the Governance Area

1. Strengthening the administrative structures of the State and legitimising the local authorities beginning with the election of Chef de Sucos

2. Strengthening the justice system including both formal and customary systems

3. Strengthening the capacities of Security involving support to our Police and Defense forces

In the Stability Area

4. Creating jobs – especially for the youth and veterans and formulate a national policy on job creation linking relevant Ministries and public and private investments. 

In the Development Area

5. Supporting the development of the agriculture sector, ensuring food security and enhancing access to markets through the

a. Family (farming) sector

b. Cooperative sector

c. Private sector, and

d. Private sector with the state’s participation such as through joint ventures

6. Developing trade through cooperatives via

a. Promotion of domestic trade

b. Import of basic products, and

c. Export of local products such as cumin and copra

7. Improving Education at the primary and secondary levels and providing vocational training, and 

8. Promoting Health through extension of the mobile clinics and delivery of services to the remote areas.
The Ministries and Agencies have incorporated activities addressing the above immediate priorities - called the Stability Program - in their Prioritisation and Sequencing exercise. Based on the results of the exercise, a Development Road Map for the country over the next four years has been prepared. 

Also, the Annual Action Plans to implement the National Development Plan in the second year have been prepared as are the budget proposals. These will be finalized in the coming weeks and submitted to Parliament.

We have launched on the long and difficult path of building our capacities in all sectors and segments of the population. At the same time, we realized that we need to deliver services and improve the lives of our people, especially the less fortunate. We have chosen a deliberate and gradual development path that addresses the needs of all our people – men and women, boys and girls, rural and urban residents – and especially low-income and poor people. It took us almost a quarter century to dismantle the yoke of occupation. The Millennium Development Goals and Targets too are to be achieved over a period of 25 years. I hope you understand and support us in pursuing this deliberate path to development that is in accord with the vision and priorities of our people.
Our National Development Plan covers virtually all aspects of the Millennium Development Goals. It is to our advantage to adapt the Millennium Development Goals to our country situation, formulate appropriate targets and focus on indicators that help us gauge our progress. You will hear more about this in the presentations that follow. 

Taking stock of where we are on many of the Millennium Development Goals is a good way to begin in this direction. In this spirit, we are launching this morning a popular publication on “Timor-Leste: The Way We are Now.” It provides a brief summary of the socio-economic situation prevailing in our communities, in simple words in Portuguese, Tetun and English in the same volume. I commend all of you and our country people to read the publication and familiarize with the situation.

This publication is based on the results of the Poverty Assessment, which our staff have undertaken with support from the United Nations Development Programmr, Japan International Cooperation Agency, the Asian Development Bank and the World Bank. I wish to thank these partners and hand over the first copies of the publication to them this morning.

Thank you.

[Handing over of copies of the publication on “Timor-Leste: The Way We are Now” by the Prime Minister to representatives of the United Nations Development Programme (Mr. Haoliang Xu), Japan International Cooperation Agency (Mr. Shoji Katsuo), the Asian Development Bank (Ms.Meeja Hamm) and the World Bank (Ms. Elisabeth Huybens)].

iv. Statement by SRSG Mr. Karmalesh Sharma

· H.E. Prime Minister, Dr Mari Alkatiri, 

· H.E. Senior Minister for Foreign Affairs and Cooperation, Dr Jose Ramos-Horta

· H.E. Senior Minister for State Administration, Dra Ana Pessoa

· Special Representative of UNICEF, Mr Yoshitero Uramoto

· Esteemed Government Ministers, distinguished guests and counterparts from the development community:


I am delighted to be here today to join the first official Millennium Development Goals workshop to be held in Timor-Leste.  That such a workshop can take place here demonstrates the enormous advances already made by this young country since its independence and subsequent admittance to the United Nations last year.  Timor-Leste can stand proudly amongst the other countries forming part of the United Nations family and make a valuable contribution to these internationally agreed standards.


I am particularly pleased that this conference is taking place, because as UNMISET scales down its presence and Timor-Leste enters a new era of self-reliance and seeks to fulfil the strategic vision for its nationhood, the importance of longer-term sustainable development challenges will become ever more important to the people of Timor-Leste, the Government of RDTL, and its development partners.  This will be the key to the realization of the objectives Timor-Leste has set for itself through its National Development Plan.


The Millennium Development Goals, or MDGs, are not new.  To any person working in Government and development agencies, the goals represented by the 8 MDGs are all too familiar: to combat poverty, hunger, disease, illiteracy, environmental degradation and discrimination against women, and to promote human rights, good governance and democracy.


This is why, at the Millennium Summit in September 2000 – and today all 191 member states of the United Nations – have agreed to these simple, powerful and perhaps most importantly, measurable targets.  This is quite simply the charter of basic human dignity.


The Millennium Development Goals, Targets and Indicators are outlined in the information folders in front of you all.  If you look at the MDGs it is clear that many of the National Development Goals have already been identified by the Timorese people as the main development challenges facing this country in the years ahead.  In Timor-Leste, the goals are derived from the wide community consultation process undertaken during preparation of the National Development Plan.  In the rest of the world they are derived from the global conferences of the past decades and from the body of international norms and laws that Timor-Leste is now signatory to.  And yet they are almost identical.  


We know our goals and challenges, and now is the time to put into place the roadmap to take us there.  By integrating MDGs with the National Development Plan, which is a natural alliance, along with the sequencing and prioritization of programmes, Timor-Leste can ensure it is on track to meet its MDG commitments.


Timor-Leste’s pledge to join the MDG campaign is a serious commitment, and one that you, yourselves, will need to monitor closely until 2015.  We applaud this clear-eyed dedication to worthy irreducible goals.  I have every faith that the people of Timor-Leste will once again prove their determination and persistence and achieve these goals.


Thank you.
v. Speech by UNRC Mr. Sukehiro Hasegawa

H.E. Prime Minister Mari Alkatiri, SRSG Ambassador Kamalesh Sharma, Ministers, and Development Partners.

It is indeed a privilege for me to be here today and share my thoughts on the Millennium Development Goals at this first workshop held in Timor-Leste. The diversity of participants at today’s Conference reflects the importance attached to the MDGs by not only the Government and international donor agencies but also other key development partners such as academic institutions, civil society and the private sector.  MDG Goal 8 ‘A partnership for development’ is certainly well established in this room today, and I look forward to hearing the views of various development partners on the relevance of the MDGs to Timor-Lester’s own development goals.
Three years ago, the Secretary-General asked UNDP Administrator, Mr. Mark Malloch Brown, to take on the responsibility of monitoring the progress made in achieving the MDG goals. As the UN Resident Coordinator of the UN operational activities for development, I have been asked to monitor in close consultation with UN agency colleagues the extent of achievement Timor-Leste will be making towards the attainment of MDGs by 2015. 
To carry out this task, I wish first to assess actual progress already made globally towards the attainment of MDGs, And then consider with you two significant points that we should keep in mind in measuring the achievements, and  analyze what the MDGs mean for Timor-Leste in specific terms.  Finally, I wish to examine jointly with you what the Government of Timor-Leste and its development partners should be doing together to increase the prospect for achievement of MDGs by 2015.
Global progress towards MDGs
From reports analyzed so far, we can see that the world is making progress toward the MDGs – but progress is uneven and slow. 55 countries with 23 percent of the global population are on track to achieve three-fourth or 6 out of 8 MDG goals mentioned by SRSG Ambassador Sharma.

74 countries - more than one-third of the world's population - are not on track to meet MDG number 1 -- the poverty reduction goal. In some countries, extreme poverty is actually increasing. In addition, one billion people are still without safe water, more than 110 million children never attend primary school and 11 million children under five still die every year from preventable causes.

Mr. Chairman,

As we now consider the implications for individual countries, particularly Timor-Leste, I wish to share with you two salient points about the significance of MDGs.

First, it is the important role the MDGs play not only for the UN system but also for the Government and the people of Timor-Leste. 

For the UN system, the MDGs provide substance to a framework provided by UNDAF for the entire UN system to work closely together towards common goals. Moreover, by striving to achieve goals and monitoring progress towards them, UN Agencies are compelled to focus more on development outcomes rather than on inputs and process. 

Secondly and more importantly, it is the basic needs of disadvantaged and marginalized people that the United Nations system and development partners should place as the central goal of their engagement. 

The national statistics demonstrates the poor living conditions of people in Timor-Leste after centuries of neglect and underdevelopment. More than 40 percent of the population lives below the poverty line at US$0.55 per day. 

At 144 per 1000 live births, the under-5 child mortality rate in Timor-Leste is more than three times the average for the Asia/Pacific region. The secondary education enrolment rate in Timor-Leste is less than half of the average for Asia and the Pacific. Yet, it is not the low level of income and high child mortality rate of an average Timorese that I am concerned with. 
What concerns me is the enormous disparity that exists between rural and urban areas, and men and women. As the national Human Development Report 2002 points out, 46 percent of the rural population suffer from income poverty, in comparison with only 26 percent in the urban centers. Poverty particularly affects women who bear the brunt of the impact of polluted water and poor sanitation. They suffer domestic violence caused mostly by men. More girls have to stay at home, while more boys go to school.

The income inequity and gender inequality are just two examples of unfairness that exists here but it is certainly not unique to Timor-Leste. Many other countries are in a similar situation.  In this connection, I am pleased to hear Prime Minister Mari Alkatiri pointing out that the Government recognizes the need of “low-income and poor people.”
Some scholars criticize that they cannot be cited as a manifestation of the visible failures of the development policy and assistance. Some critics may even say that the need for improvements is already reflected in the National Development Plan that had been developed through a wide community consultation process, and therefore truly a statement of the Timorese people. 

So why then do we need the MDGs? 

Answer is simple. The MDGs are not just another set of goals set by a national planning agency. The MDGs constitute the universal standards adopted unanimously two and half years ago in September 2000 by Heads of States and Governments who pledged that all member states of the United Nations implement policies and allocate scarce resources to achieve the goals by 2015. As such, MDGS can serve as both a global mobilizing tool and an accountability tool for both developing countries like Timor-Leste and their development partners. 

The real meaning of the MDGs is political, and not a technical one. Its  political power from its moral authority with which reporting and awareness raising are carried out. For that matter, MDGs provide an unprecedented noble criteria for monitoring of global development trends and for assessing individual country’s prospect for attainment of Millennium Development Goals

MDG monitoring will take place not only at the country but also at the global level. At the global level, the Secretary-General reports annually to the General Assembly on progress towards a sub-set of the MDGs and to report more comprehensively every five years. These reports will support a dynamic campaign to help keep poverty issues up front and the center of national and global development agenda. 

As stated earlier, preliminary estimates by UNDP's Human Development Report Office indicate that over 70 countries are not on track to reaching the MDGs by 2015. One of the reasons for this difficulty is lack of stability that exists in some of the countries such as Timor-Leste. Another reason is lack of equal access to productive opportunities particularly education and employment.  

The new Millennium Development Goal Report which a team of UN agency staff will produce in collaboration with the host Government, the private sector and civil society, will indicate whether or not any country is on track to meet the MDG Goals and if any urgent efforts are needed, and how national resources are being used to address development challenges.

The MDG Report will then be used for awareness raising as well as for building national capacity for monitoring and reporting on goals and targets. 

By the end of 2004, every developing country will have produced at least one MDG Report. As part of its 2003 work plan, the UN system has committed to support  the Government for production of Timor-Leste’s first MDG Report as a follow up to this Conference. Let me stress here that the MDGR is not a substitute for the National Development Plan. It is a means to reach the goals that are embedded in the human development concept on which the National Development Plan is based. 

Through monitoring and reporting on development progress and gaps, the UN team will carry out the MDG Campaign that will focus attention on development gaps and keep these issues high on the national agenda. It will not only measure shortfalls, but also the achievements which I am personally looking forward to seeing between now and 2015.

The United Nations system and the Bretton Woods Organizations are providing practical assistance through the application of MDG goals.

In Timor-Leste, for example, through the United Nations Development Assistance Framework (UNDAF), the UN agencies are integrating the MDGs into all aspects of its work at the country level in line with the priorities identified in the National Development Plan. UNICEF, UNFPA and WHO are providing practical assistance to improve health, nutrition and education in Timor-Leste, while UNDP are taking initiatives in poverty alleviation and community development.

As MDGs necessitates ultimately the alignment of national resources, it aim at building partnerships for action and help the Government set priorities and align its budget so as to make use of resources more effectively. 

Mr. Chairman,

Before I conclude my presentation, I wish to share my thoughts on what the Government of Timor-Leste and its Development Partners should be doing towards achievement of MDGs
As a nascent post-conflict country, Timor-Leste continues to suffer from lack of security and stability. The activities of armed groups necessitate the strengthening of police force that adds additional pressure on national resources that should be used for more productive activities. Yet, without security and stability, productive activities cannot take place. Faced with this kind of situation, the Government has little choice but to increase its budgetary expenditure for police, while the donors become increasingly concerned with the higher level of expenditure for security related activities. 

The moral imperativeness does not exist for use of force to increase security. Yet, you cannot achieve any of MDGs unless the society in post-conflict situation attains human security for its citizens. Therefore   any call for increased security related expenditure should be accompanied by the Government’s efforts to increase the security and stability of rural areas through enhanced dialogue with its citizens and improved delivery of its public services to meet such basic needs as water, health, and education. 

The “Open Governance” and the periodic visits by the Council of Ministers to rural districts are a constructive step forward in a right direction that the development partners should wholeheartedly support. 

In summary, the linkage between MDGs and the National Development Plan will strengthen as the current prioritization and sequencing exercise increases the linkage between the immediate and long-term goals as well as between rural and urban economic activities.

It is not lack of attention to the importance of governance and human rights that they are not included in the Millennium Development Goals. The omission reflects the considered views of the global leaders as they gathered at the United Nations three years ago.  

Similarly, MDGs are not emphatic on the need to address the inequality that exists between the privileged and the marginalized in any dual economy in a post-conflict situation. The development partners have accepted totally the need to help the educated professionals in improving further their capacity to manage governmental affairs but have almost forgotten the need to help the disadvantaged and marginalised people in rural areas in the prioritization and sequencing exercise for its concern is the long-term sustainability and the integrity of its process. The careful reading of the Millennium Development Goals reminds us again that we should be more concerned with the outcome and results of our development policy. In a post-conflict nascent country like Timor-Leste, the MDG exercise requires that the Government and its development partners should address the immediate needs of the majority of the population who live in rural areas.  What they require are so basic and so closely linked to the Millennium Development Goals. For this reason, I urge you to place the need for directing more of resources to rural districts as the central theme of discussions at this Conference. 

Obrigadu Barak

vi.  MDG Presentations (English x 6)

(attached RTF)

vii. Transcript of Q&A sessions

(currently being transcribed)

viii. MDG Committee Members (Timor-Leste)
UNICEF

Yoshi Uramoto

UNFPA

Dan Baker
UNDP

Antonio Serra

Haoliang Xu

Ian White

Janne Niemi

John Taylor

Musunruru S. Rao 

Rui Gomes

Ministry of Planning and Finance

Emilia Pires

Kristina Tang

Ramon Oliveros

UN Resident Coordinator Unit

Zahra Bolouri 

Cidalia Rangel
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